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§ HE Mind of Man being naturally fub- 

S2E6GE ject to Pride, Vanity and Ambition, it 
rie makes us all eager in the Purfuit of 
Khel Honours, Titles and Diftinétions of 
Geer Preheminence, either in Drefs or Ap- 
=v pellation, For this Reafon a Mono- 
fyllable prefixed to a Man’s chriftian Name; a Medal 
hung about his Neck; or a Piece of colour’d Ribband 
trofs his Shoulders, are efteemed of great Value; 
and by fome Perfons preferred even to Riches or Pow- 
er; and, however zrifling fuch Ornaments, Badges or 
Titles may feem in the Eyes of a morofe Cynick, or 
an abftraéted Philofopher; yet, when juftly beftowed, 
they are certainly very ufeful, expedient and neceflary 
for the Encouragement of Virtue, Patriotifm, Forti- 
tude and Merit of all kinds. But as there are diffe- 
rent Paffions, Appetites and Inclinations peculiar to 
almoft every Nation ; fo I have obferved that the Ge- 
nerality of true-born Englifbmen are remarkably fond 
ef the Title of Es quire; which, beyond all other 
honourable Appellations, feems peculiarly adapted to 
the prevailing Humour and Genius of this Kingdom. 
For tho’ a fimple Efquire, confidered as a Point of 
Heraldry or Precedence, is but one Remove above the 
Degree of a common Gentlemap; yet I have known 
feve- 
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feveral Perfons decline Titles of much higher Rank 
and Diftinétion, rather than fuffer themfelves to be 
dif-efquired and others, who have fubmitted to ir, 
with great Reluétance, and after much Importunity, in 
order to carry on fome private End, orto gratify a dif- 
ferent Species of Ambition. Nay, fome Men have 
difcovered fuch a Paffion for this Dignity, that they 
have retained the Spirit of it, long after they have 
parted with the Name ; from whence it comes to 
pafs, that Sguire- Knights, Squire Lords and "Squire- 
Dukes are no Rarities in this Country. 

There is, indeed, fomething grand, noble and cap- 
tivating in the very Name and Sound of E/guire 3 
which is a popular Appellation, and carries along with 
itan Idea of Liberality and Munificence; infomuch 
that a Man, who makes-his Friend welcome at home, 
or entertains him abroad, is proverbially call’d the 
"Squire of the Company. 

I cannot pretend, after all my Refearches, fully to 
afcertain the Origin and Foundation of this Saying ; 
but I prefume it might take its Rife from thofe antient 
Times of Hofpitality, when it was the Fafhion for 
Gentlemen of plentiful Fortunes to live chiefly in 
the Country ; to keep open Houfe ; and fpend the fu- 
perfluous Part of their Eftates in Beef, Pudding and 
frrong Beer, for the Entertainment of Tenants, Neigh- 
bours and Travellers; which is now indeed more po- 
litely beftow’d upon Operas, Mafquerades and Baflet- 
tables; upon coftly fine Cloaths; luxurious living ; 
and the extravagant Diverfions of the Town. 

As this Method of Life was generally follow’d and 
kept up by that Order of Men, who were dignify’d 
with the Denomination of E/guires ; (Knights, Baro- 
wets and Peers, of all Degrees, not being half fo common 
in thofe Times, as they are at prefent) it naturally pro- 
cured them the Love of their Neighbourhood, and 
endear’d their Order to all the inferiour Part of theis 
Fellow-fubjects. : 
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But as the beft Things in the World are fubje& to 
Abufe, and all Men are fond ‘of Popa/arity and Prebe- 
minence in their different Stations; fo the Credit of 
this Dignity has produced, in Procefs of Time, a 
Multitude of undeferving Pretenders to it; who have 
proftituted the Honour of E/guire/bip in a moft thame- 
ful and fcandalous Manner, to the great Grief of Thofe, 
who juftly claim and worthily bear that ancient Ajp- 

ation. 

To fay the Truth, Mr. D’ Anvers, we feem to have 
civilized our felves too far, and carried our Geod-breed- 
img to an unwarrantable Excefs, by confounding all 
Degrees of Perfons and breaking through the pe ef 
fential Rules of Heraldry; for as all the Women in 
‘Town arg now grown Ladies and Madams; not ex- 
cepting even the loweft Scullion-maids, Oyfterwomen 
and Cinder-wenches ; fo every rakifh young Fellow 
as foon as he has clapt on a Spit by his Side and pick’ 
up a parcel of feoundrel, fpunging Companions, im- 
mediately fets up for an E/guire, and faucily ranks 
himfelf amongft us. 

Tt muft be confefs’d indeed that ours is a military 
Order; for which Reafon we are call’d in Latin Armi- 
geri ; but though, for want of a fumptuary Law, eve- 
ry Man is allow’d to wear a Sword, who will be at the 
Expence of it, and to live in what Manner he pleafes ; 
‘there ought certainly to be fome other Qualification re- 

uired of every one, who dubs himfelf with this Ti- 
tle, befides a /pendthrift Di/pofition and a paltry Piece 
of cold Iran. 

Methinks, therefore, it would be a Task well-worthy 
of our laborious Friend and Brother Fobm Anfiis, Et- 
quire, that Mirror of our Order, to take this Affair 
into Confideration, and refcue his Fraternity from the 
Contempt, into which it hath lately fallen, by the In- 
croachments of worthlefs Upftarts and wretched Pre- 
tenders. 
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I heartily with to fee this Matter well regulated ; 
becaufe, as Things ftand at prefent, thofe Men, gene- 
rally {peaking, take upon themfelves this Charaéter, 
who have no Title to it, nor any Thing to fupport it ; 
whilft feveral others, who have both, live in a Man- 
ner, which does not become Men of fuch illuftrious 
Diftinction. 

How many pretty Fellows and fine Gentlemen do 
we every Day {ee in this Town, who wafte their Sub- 
ftance in the moit riotous, diffolute and extravagant 
Manner, out of the vain Affectation of Popularity 
and the Pride of being at the Head of their Companys 
which, for this Reafon, is generally compofed of low, 
vulgar Sycophants, who repay their Patrons with this 
favourite Title and a daily Tribute of Flattery and 
Adulation ? 

Nay, this vain Humour is not confined even to fuch 
Men; but hath mixed itfelf with the common Mafs, 
and corrupted even the loweft of the People. We 
have E/quire-Lacqueys, Coblers and Tinkers in Abun- 
dance; nor is it any uncommon Thing to fee a jolly, 
roaring Sailor, who hath been {weltering two or three 
Years in the Weft-Indies, or freezing perhaps as many 
in the Ba/tick, where he has gone through all manner 
of Hardfhips, Dangers and Fatigues, {pending the 
whole Fruit of his Labour upon a fordid Crew of dir- 
ty, drunken Parafites; and at length returning with 
empty Pockets to the fame Drudgery ; fully fatisfy’d 
in his Mind with the Applaufe, which he had recei- 
ved, and the good Character he hath left behind him. 

As we have an Order of Men diftinguifhed by the 
Title of Knights of the Indufiry; fo 1 think Thofe, 
of whom I have been fpeaking, may properly be de- 
rominated E/guires of Extravagance or Prodigality. 
This kind of Vanity is of very fatal and mifchievous 
Confequence in private Perfons; but in political Mat- 
ters nothing is more dangerous as well as abfurd ; nor 
ean I poflibly piture any Thing in my .own Imagina- 
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tion more ominous to this Kingdom, than a pud/ick 
Minifer, who being poffeffed with fuch a Spirit, 
fhould at any Time, hereafter, endeavour to gratify 
his own Pride and vain Glory, by making Great-Bri- 
tain the Squirt of Chriftendom, and lavithly paying 
the Reckoning of all Europe. 


A. Tam, Sik, &c. 
ROBERT BRITON, Ef 


% Cares DAnvers, Ef 
$ IR, 


J Have already troubled you with a Project for pre- 
venting Corruption, by fixing a Knot cf Rid- 
bands under the left Ear of all Perfons, who fhall be 
known to be guilty of that infamous Praétice ; and 
was forry to find that it fhould give Offence to any 
of your Readers. I now fend you another Propofal 
of the fame Nature; which, if you are not difcou- 
raged by the ill Fate of my firft Attempt, I defire you 
likewife to publi. 

I.do not pretend, Sir, to claim the Merit of this 
fecond Expedient myfelf; but acknowledge that the 
Publick is obliged for it to the Author of a late Pam- 
phlet, called 41 Honest Sueme, &c. (which Ti- 
tle it feems, on many Accounts, to deferve) where They 
will find the following Paffage Page 29. 

«< — . I with we had the Roman Cuftom, of giv- 
“ ing to¢ very Law the Name of the Man, who was 
« the fir Advifer and Promoter of it. Such a Cof- 
“ tom would encourage Patricts to propofe and pro- 
** mote gooa Laws, and would deter /e/ffh and defign- 
“ ing Men from propofing dad ones. 

I cannot he p thinking that this Method would be 
very ferviceable te the Common-wealth, and have a 
good Effet th the Propofal of fuch Laws as the Ricr- 
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AA ; the Septennial-A&; the South Sea-A@; the 
Black-A@ ; the Quarentine- AA; the Swearing- ABs 
the Coffee-A&; the Pot-A@; and feveral others of 
the like fort. At the fame time our Patriots would 
be diftinguifhed to Pofterity by the Laws they pro- 
pofed ; and I fhould not doubt to fee the W——/ian, 
Horatian, Y——gian, and Sc ian Laws make 
as greata Figure in our Hiftories, as the Porcian, Fu- 
hian, Fannian and Sempronian Laws of old. 

I fubmit This to your Judgment, and am once 


more, SJR, 
Your Humble Servant, 
N. JOHN ENGLISH. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
To be publifhed by SusscriPtion, 


A new Difcovery in the Art of NAVIGATIONS 
forewing bow a Ship of 800 Tons, or leffer Burthen, 
may fail from the Welt-Indies to Europe, and confe- 
quently to any Part of the World, witbout Anchors, 
Cables, Shrowds, or Sails; whereby thofe expenfive, 
and unneceffary Articles will be faved to the Nation. 

Dedicated to the London and Royal-Exchange In- 
furance Offices. 

Subfcriptions are taken in by the Authors, at the 

Sign of the wife Men of Gotham, sear a great 
Pair of Gates in Broad-Street, London. 





